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■when the tnmonr became more movable, he lifted it out of the abdominal cavity, 
pulling it well up above the symphysis pubis, so that the neck of the tumour 
could be seen and felt. He then cnrriea the chain of the Gcraseur around it, 
and proceeded very slowly to close it. He was fully three-quarters of an hour 
in accomplishing this, in the fear that by proceeding more rapidly hemorrhage 
might ensue. After the chain had worked through the rest of the womb, that 
is, the cervix being still upon the stretch above the symphysis, no hemorrhage 
was visible, but as soon as the stump was fairly liberated the whole Geld of the 
operation was deluged with blood. The stump was again grasped with the for¬ 
ceps, and both uterine arteries were secured, but the uterine veins, as well as 
several sinuses in the cervix itself, continued to pour forth blood, and these 
with great difficulty were at length secured. For greater security against acci¬ 
dent, a silver wire was then twisted around the end of the stump, and the ends 
brought out of the wound. 

The loss of blood was considerable, but the pulse did not indicate an amende 
condition of the bodv. 

The operation took fully two hours and a half. The wound was closed with 
five silver-wire sutures. A hypodermic injection of Magendie's solution was 
then administered, which caused an hour’s sleep. Four drops of Magendie’s 
solution were given every hour during the night. After midnight she became 
restless and vomited several times. It was then very evident that peritonitis 
was extending rapidly. A second hypodermic injection was made, and large 
doses of Magendie were given. At lour o’clock she died. 

No post-mortem examination was made. 

The specimen has been incised by a longitudinal cut, and it will be seen that 
a large fibroma is imbedded in the walls of the uterus, and that this mass has 
nothing to do with the cavity itself.”— Medical Record , Sept. 1, 1867. 

Propolis as a Remedy for Acute and Chronic Diarrhoea. — Dr. H. 0. Hitch¬ 
cock, of Kalamazoo, Mich., extols ( Chicago Medical Journal, Sept. 1867) the 
efficacy, in diarrhoea, of propolis, a reddish-brown, odoriferous, glutinous sub¬ 
stance obtained from the buds of the poplar, birch, and various other resinous 
trees. He has found it the best remedy he has ever used in mucous diarrhoea, 
in chronic camp diarrhoea, and in the diarrhoea of children ; but it has failed in 
chronic malarial dysentery. It appears, he states, to possess an anodyne pro¬ 
perty, but does not constipate. He uses an alkaline solution made by dissolving 
two ounces of propolis in one drachm of liquor potassi, and then adding water 
and simple syrup, of each two ounces. The dose is half a teaspoonful after 
each stool. 

Disease of the Supra-renal Capsules without Discoloration of the Skin .— 
Dr. J. B. S. Jackson reported to the Boston Society for Medical Improvement, 
July 22, a case in which, on post-mortem, the left renal capsule was found en¬ 
larged, and the right from two to three times its usual size. To the feel they 
were quite firm 1 , and, on incision, were found to contain a large amount of 
opaque, tubercular-looking matter, though some portions were healthy. There 
was never the slightest discoloration of the skin.— Boston Med. and Sura. 
Joum., Sept. 12,1867. 


MISCELLANEOUS NOTICES. 

An Algoid Vegetation the Cause of Syphilis. —"We have received from Dr. 
J. H. Salisbury a paper containing the description of a peculiar algoid vege¬ 
tation which he has discovered in chancres, which he names “ Crypt os syphilitica," 
and which he conceives to be the cause of syphilis. This algoid growth finds a 
fertile soil, he states, in the connective tissue only, and a different species which 
he has discovered and considers to be the cause of gonorrhoea develops only in 
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epithelial cells, which, he says, explains why the former “ becomes readily con¬ 
stitutional, while the other is only a surface disease.” 

Sale of Diplomas. —Sir Dominic Corrigan, we regret extremely to find. ha3 
allowed himself to be grossly imposed upon by an advertising vendor of diplomas, 
and upon such disreputable authority, he has hastily charged, in his address on 
medicine before the British Medical Association, an American and some German 
schools with selling their diplomas without an examination of the candidates. 
Among other schools, he makes this charge against “ the University of the State 
of Pennsylvania.” Of the existence of any school with this precise title, we have 
no knowledge; but it may be inferred that the institution alluded to, is “the 
University of Pennsylvania,” the medical department of which has for a century 
enjoyed so high a reputation. Should this inference be correct, we unhesita¬ 
tingly pronounce the charge to be utterly unfounded; indeed, the conditions 
under which diplomas are conferred by this University render their issue “in 
absentia" impossible. 

The medical faculty have no authority to issue diplomas; they merely examine 
candidates who have been in attendance on their courses of lectures, and 
recommend for graduation such as they deem to be qualified. This re¬ 
commendation is transmitted to the Provost, and by him sent to the Board 
of Trustees, composed of gentlemen of the highest honour and integrity. 
This Board, if they think proper, issue their “mandamus.” The diplomas are 
then filled up with the names of the graduates, and they are signed by each 
member of the medical faculty, and by the Provost, Vice-Provost, and the Sec¬ 
retary of the Board of Trustees, and the seal of the University is attached by 
the last-named officer. This seal is kept by him, is never attached to any docu¬ 
ment except by himself, and this only by order of the Board. All this is a 
matter of record. Further, a list of the graduates is printed and distributed 
at every commencement; and if the name of any one were inserted who had 
not attended the course of lectures during the preceding session, the fact could 
not escape detection. Even an ad eundem aegree is not conferred without 
an examination. 

We should not have thought this explanation necessary, had not the charge 
been made on so public and important an occasion and by one holding the high 
position of Sir Dominic Corrigan. 

Since the above was in type late English journals have come to hand, in which 
we find an unqualified and indignant denial by Dr. F. Wilbrand, Dean of the 
Medical Faculty of the University of Giessen, of the charge made against that 
school, and an appeal to Sir Dominic Corrigan, as a gentleman, to now revoke 
his unfounded imputation. 

Note from Dr. Githcns. —To the Editor of the American Journal of the 
Medical Sciences —Dear Sir: As Dr. Schofield thinks it might possibly be in¬ 
ferred, in the case of Julia Dillon, delivered by him (see No. 7 in my article on 
Meningitis in the July number of the American Journal of the Medical Sci¬ 
ences), that there was a laceration of the perineum, I will say that no such 
laceration was stated to have existed, and that I consider the cause of the 
6loughing to have been the pressure of the feetus in a system whose vital powers 
were much depressed by an active blood-poison. 

Philadelphia, Sept. 1867. Most truly yours, W. H. H. Githens. 



